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Remarks 



This paper is responsive to the Office Action dated 23 December 2005. Applicants 
disagree with all the objections, rejections, and assertions presented in the 23 December 2005 
Office Action. Applicants assert that the pending claims are allowable and respectfully requests 
reconsideration and withdrawal of all the pending objections and rejections. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for conducting a telephone interview on 9 March 2006 
with Applicants representative, Brian Whipps. The amendments proposed in that interview are 
presented herein. Favorable reconsideration is requested. 

Claims 1-4, 7-10, 13, 16-19, and 22 have been amended to further clarify that the 
construction surface is a roofing granule. Support for this amendment is found throughout the 
specification. Claims 5-6, 11-12, 14, and 20-21 have been canceled without prejudice. 

All independent claims have been further amended to further clarify that the second 
reflective coating has a non-metallic appearance. Support for this amendment is found at least at 
paragraph three of the pending application. 

New claims 23-28 further clarify that the second reflective coating includes a colored 
pigment having enhanced NIR reflectivity of selected colors. Support for this amendment is 
found at least at paragraph 23 of the pending application. 
Claims 1-4, 7-10, 13, 15-19, and 22-28 are pending. 



Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 1-22 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-44 of copending 
Application Serial No. 10/746,829 in view of Meyer et al., (US 4,092,441). As of the date, the 
instant papers filed, the undersigned has not received a Notice of Allowance for application 
having Application Serial No. 10/746,829. Therefore, a further response to this provisional is not 
necessary at this time. 
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§ 103 Rejections 

Claims 1-22 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Number 6,548,145 to Joedicke ("Joedicke") in view of U.S. Patent Number 3,479,201 to Sloan 
("Sloan"). Applicants disagree. 

In addition to the previously enumerated deficiencies of this reference presented by the 
Applicants in the prior responses, Applicants further assert that this reference is solely directed to 
roofing granules with a decorative METALLIC appearance. In contrast, the pending claims are 
directed to roofing granules having a NON-METALLIC appearance. Sloan fails to remedy the 
deficiencies identified above of the other cited reference by failing to describe the missing 
claimed elements and/or by failing to provide the required motivation to modify the cited 
references to arrive at the claimed invention. For at least these reasons, Applicants request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, Applicants submits that pending claims are in condition for 
allowance. Reconsideration is respectfully requested and a Notice of Allowance is earnestly 
solicited. 

Please continue to send all future correspondence for this matter to: 
Colene H. Blank, Esq. 
Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
3M Center, P.O. Box 33427 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 

Brian C. Whipps, Reg. No.: 43,261 
Crompton, Seager & Tufte 
1221 Nicollet Ave. Ste 800 
Minneapolis, MN 55403-2420 
Telephone No.: (612) 332-2040 
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